
Weekly column for July 8, 2004 
 
Hopefully everyone saw the Times Union this morning, and the tremendous news we had 
on Page 1 of the paper- our bond rating has been increased to investor level status. 
 
To break it down easy for you, this means we could borrow money for much cheaper, 
though we have no plans to do that at the moment. Instead the great news is more 
psychological than anything else, and certainly provides another boost to the Troy 
momentum.  
 
When people look to invest in our City they will see the bond rating is at investor level 
status. While cities like Schenectady have had its bond rating dropped to junk bond 
status, we have now been elevated to match cities like Albany. It truly is great news.  
 
And look how far we have come in a relatively short time. Credit must be given when 
credit is due. Former Mayor Mark Pattison did a good job during his first term as Mayor, 
turning around a sinking ship. He did what many believed would not be possible. We 
differed in opinion much of his second term, and I do believe that having an opposing 
council helped keep the train on the track. 
 
But here we are, regardless of leader, regardless of party, on the verge of our boom. 
We’re already ready to go, and the excitement of the bond rating (despite being played 
down in the other local paper), is just another feather in our cap.  
 
Congratulations to former Mayor Pattison, the former and current members of the City 
Council, and Comptroller Deborah Witkowski, each of whom has played an integral role 
in this happening. 
 
Onto even more exciting things, or at least events in the near future. This Sunday in 
Riverfront Park the Lustre Kings will be playing as part of the Collar City Live Concert 
Series at 7 p.m. Hopefully we will have great weather, and I do encourage everyone to 
come down and enjoy the free show. The Lustre Kings are always a good time, and it is a 
great way to end the weekend. Remember, 7 p.m. on Sunday. 
 
Unfortunately, I have to end on a sad note. We had our first homicide of the year last 
weekend, and I, like all of you, are not very happy about it. There will be bumps in the 
road in improving the safety of our City, and this is one of those instances. But take my 
word for it, the Troy Police are out there in search of the person who committed this 
heinous crime, and he or she will be caught. 
 
Until next week, if you want to chat about anything, questions comments, concerns, or 
complaints, call me at 270-4401, or e-mail me at the Mayor’s Office. 
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